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9th September 2022 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

 

On behalf of all the staff and management of St. Brigid’s GNS, I would like to welcome you 

and your daughter(s) to St. Brigid’s GNS  2022/2023.  Whether you are familiar with the school 

or experiencing it for the first time, we sincerely hope that your daughter’s time with us will 

be both enjoyable and fulfilling.  As Principal, I am looking forward to working collaboratively 

with all in the school community of St. Brigid’s GNS to make 2022-2023 a successful year.  I 

have included some important information below for your attention. 
 

 The School Calendar for 2022/2023 is available to view on the school website 

www.stbrigidspalmerstown.com.  Please note that the school calendar may be subject 

to change in exceptional circumstances. 
 

 We are opening up the Student Menu on the Aladdin Connect App from Friday 9th 

September until Friday 16th September 2022 to all registered Aladdin Connect users 

in our school.  This means that during these seven days you will be able to check the 

contact details we have in relation to your daughter, including Phone Numbers, Home 

Address, Email Address and Emergency Contacts, to ensure that they are correct and 

up to date.  It also provides you with the opportunity to make any changes to contact 

details or emergency contacts if you wish.  It is very important that we have up to date 

information, including phone numbers for all Parents/Guardians of girls attending St. 

Brigid’s GNS. Please note, as a green school we will be continuing to use email & 

Aladdin messaging as our primary source of communication with parents and 

guardians, therefore we ask you to ensure that we have a valid email address recorded 

for you, and if not that you carefully input one into the Student Menu at this time. 

To view and make changes to the Student Menu of the Aladdin App please do the  

following: 

- On the Home Page of the Aladdin Connect App click on the Students Name. 

- This will bring you to the Student Menu. 

- Review the Contact Details, including Emergency Contacts to ensure that they are 

up to date and correct, and confirm that a valid email address is recorded under the 

email option. 

- Click on Edit (highlighted in blue) to make any changes or to add any additional 

details. 

When you have completed your review and made any necessary changes, please click   

Save at the bottom of the page. 
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 We appreciate that the start of a school year is an expensive time of year for families 

and are grateful to the high number of Parents/Guardians that paid the booklist costs 

promptly this year.  Prompt payment enables the school to ensure that appropriate 

resources are purchased for the children to use in class. Similarly, it is our aim to expand 

the book rental scheme as often as possible so that it offers the best value for 

Parents/Guardians each year.  In order for this to be successful, it is important that all 

families pay the booklist costs for their daughters.  Parents/Guardians who have yet to 

pay for their daughter’s booklist costs are asked to make payment through Aladdin as 

soon as possible.  To make payment, Parents/Guardians can open the Aladdin App 

homepage and then click on the e-payments tab.  Any outstanding booklist costs for 

your daughter can be viewed and paid for in the e-payments section.  We thank you for 

your cooperation on this matter. 
 

 Every school is obliged to keep a detailed record of each child’s attendance and to report 

absences of 20 days or more to Tusla.  In St. Brigid’s GNS, we use Aladdin to document 

every child’s absences.  Should your daughter be absent for any reason, 

Parents/Guardians are asked to complete the reason for absence through Aladdin.  

Parents/Guardians can visit the Aladdin App homepage and the click on Attendance 

and Notes. This section allows you to submit the days of your daughter’s absence while 

also giving you the opportunity to include a reason for the absence. Similarly, if your 

daughter is late to school or if you need to collect your daughter early from school, 

Parents/Guardians are asked to let us know through the Aladdin App using the notes 

section as mentioned above. If you are experiencing any difficulties with this matter, 

please contact Ms Maloney on 01 626 5431. 

 

 Parents/Guardians are reminded that the school gate opens from 8.40am each morning, 

with the staff of St. Brigid’s GNS supervising the girls from that time. At 8.50am all 

teachers collect their class from the yard and bring them to their classroom. This system 

is working well and we appreciate all Parents/Guardians working with us on this matter.  

As we have a significant number of children exiting the building at the same time in the 

afternoon at 2.30pm, we ask that Parents/Guardians only stand near the gates when your 

daughter’s class is exiting through the gate. This will help all children to exit the school 

quickly and safely. We appreciate your on-going support and cooperation on this 

matter. 
 

 We would like to thank Conor Haugh for his time as the Fathers’ nominee on the Board 

of Management. His hard work and commitment to St. Brigid’s GNS were much 

appreciated. As the Board of Management Fathers’ Nominee role is now vacant, the 

Election for the Board of Management Fathers’ Nominee will take place at 7pm on the 

20th September 2022 in the school hall. All Parents/Guardians are welcome to attend.  

All Parents and Guardians are asked to enter the school through the back door of the 

school beside The Orchard and our new playground to the rear of the school.  

 

 The Parents Association will be holding their AGM on the 20th September 2022 at 

7.30pm in the St. Brigid’s GNS school hall after the election. All Parents/Guardians are 

welcome. 

 



 We are truly blessed in St. Brigid’s to have so many wonderful people willing to help 

out in our school in lots of ways such as the Library, Buddy Reading, Parents 

Association etc.  Thank you to all those who have given of their time to help make our 

school such a wonderful place in years gone by.  As Covid restrictions in schools have 

been lifted this year, we are looking forward to welcoming back Parents/Guardians that 

are interested in volunteering in our school in various initiatives. Work commenced on 

setting up a new library in our school in term three last year but there is still a lot to be 

done before it will be ready for the classes to have their library times again.  The girls 

are eager to get back to visiting the library, with class library visits being sorely missed 

over the last two years.   My most sincere gratitude to all members of the school 

community that were involved in the first stages of the new library set up.  A lot of hard 

work has gone in and great progress was made.  Any Parent/Guardian that would be 

interested in volunteering in the school this school year, to help in the setting up and/or 

running of our new library, we would be delighted to hear from you.  If you have some 

free time and would like to volunteer with the new library or in any of the school 

activities that will be happening this year please fill in the Volunteer Form, which will 

be sent home with your daughter today, or give us a call on 01 626 5431. 

 

 It has been a very productive summer in St. Brigid’s GNS, with building work and 

renovations taking place to create our new AS Class, The Orchard and our new school 

yard/play area. We are delighted to say that the works are due to conclude in the very 

near future and we are looking forward to welcoming our first students into the Orchard 

from Monday 19th September 2022. The Orchard is a fantastic development in the 

provision of inclusive education in St. Brigid’s GNS and will be a fantastic addition to 

our school community. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

_______________ 
A O’Shea 
Principal 


