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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

I hope that everyone is well. There is no doubt about it that the last six 

weeks have been difficult on everyone. I can honestly say that I have never 

been so grateful to have St Brigid’s to go to every morning for a sense of 

normality. I am also grateful that the schools have stayed open and allowed all 

teachers and pupils the opportunity to continue to get back to normal.  

 

At the risk of repeating myself I want to thank all parents/guardians for 

the part they have played in this. Without you all supporting the school in the 

past few months we would be in a very different position now. As it stands, so 

far, we have managed to keep all classes open and create a space where the 

children can learn as well as be with their peers. Walking around the corridors 

the work and creativity is evident from all classes and a credit to all the hard 

work being put in by the staff despite these difficult times.  

 

We are focusing on positive mental health this year and as I have 

mentioned before each month we focus on a positive affirmation. These are 

placed on our website home page for all to see. For the month of December it is 

“I spread joy”. A little bit of joy and laughter is well needed these days. There 

will be more about this in the December newsletter.  

 

I know that we are not meeting you face to face as we would have in past 

years but please if there is anything that we need to know about or indeed, 

that we can help with don’t hesitate to pick up the phone and contact the 

school. The old saying of a problem shared is a problem halved has never been 

more relevant.  
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Christmas in St Brigid’s is fast approaching and will look different this 

year but we are going to make sure that it stays special for the girls. We are 

going to have our advent prayer service over the intercom. Junior Infants are 

busy preparing a little Christmas play that will be recorded and sent to the 

Junior Infant parents. It just wouldn’t be Christmas without the Junior Infant 

play!! All other classes will be busy creating Christmas art, listening to 

Christmas stories, just as they would in any other year.  

 

Our Cross care collection will take place but instead of over the course of 

a week it will take place on one day only on Friday 18th December. The food 

items will be taken at the gate by staff members and placed in a space on the 

yard to be collected by Cross Care later that morning. The date of the 

collection will be announced later. But if you are in the shops maybe you might 

pick up some no perishable items and keep to one side until the collection day.  

 

Shop Local is a key message this year. Personally I’m doing my best to 

stay away from Amazon and find gifts in Ireland. Yes I may have to pay an 

extra bit for delivery but it is important for small shops and businesses. On 

that note each year the local shops/businesses in Palmerstown support our 

Christmas raffle. This year we will not be holding a Christmas raffle as we feel 

that these businesses have suffered during the past nine months so now it is 

our time to support them. I would encourage you all when collecting/picking up 

from school to take the time to visit the shops/business on Manor Road and 

shop local. Every little bit helps, mention that St Brigid’s is encouraging parents 

to shop local to show our support to our local community.  

 

Finally we will be rewarding the consistent god behaviour of the girls, 

including homework and best effort in school work and there will be a treat 

during the week December 14th -18th. Like at Hallowe’en this has to be earned 

by the girls but looking at the work going on in the rooms and the behaviour on 

yard this will be no problem.  

 

Thanks for taking the time to read this and there will be more 

information over the next few weeks through Aladdin.  

 

Stay safe and stay well.  

 

V. Neville.                                                                                                                                                                                  


